Vindicie Libertats Evangelii: 
OR, - + 

A juſtification of our preſent Indulgence, 

and the acceptance of Licences, 


By way of REPLY 


To a certain clamourous, anonymous Manu- 
ſcript Pamphlet, enticuled 


Queries upon the DecLanation 
March 5th 16 7:: 


The moſt uſual and conſiderable Arguments againſt 
Licences are herein examined, and 
ſatisfied. 


By a Friend to Peace and Truth, on 


Hewho is firſt in bis »w# Cauſe,ſeemeth juſt : but bis Neighbour cometh and 
ſearcheth bim out. Prov. 18. 17+ 
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re oped Loi TILL, 
e A Rephy to certain anommous Quertes, 
© Which refiect upon the Indulgence 
" declared Match. 15th. 16.55; andthe. 

Licences thereupon accepted, . ' 


Mong the many- invaſions upon the Truths 2nd Order of the * 
, Goſpel, in our dayes, thofe which provernoft injurious; have 
proceeded | from - Adverſaries larking in the -boſomm of the 
Churches, The wild Boars of the Forreſt had not tred-dowrr 
our Fences, if the little Foxes within Rad nor pluckt off or Grapes, and 
by cheir Scandals opened a gape to let in Invaders to defolate the Vine- 
yard, | The Faith and Patience: of the Sallits hath withRtood (throught 
Grace) all vifible Oppoſition>'-but Sacaiithianging his dppearance- into 
an Angel of Light, hath vccompilhes thoſe deſigns bytheblind zeaT 
of miltakea Fnends, whith In-che difplay!6f 'it enmity were not feal- 
able.' ' Whenthe:'Waman- tad eſcaped the-Dragon's fury, ſhe was in 
more danger intanglement by the: Beats religious Policy, What 
Heazhen-Rame could notarchievc, Chrfthini Rome well nigh perfornmied: 
And«hereice-midny Anmtidarifts;albof wh:hT dire not,” canttor re! 
duceto theiviſible Papal Intereſt,” For thowgh they all proceed from che 
ioward principle” of Self, - and carry-ow'rWe fate joymt deſign of diſturbs 
ing and deceiving Saints, with the breach and rutne of Churches , yer 
they are normare vilibly Adverſaries to the general coricerns of God in 
the World, thaw declared Enemies. (-but- from #'grand iniftake) to 
eachother. | 2.07 01 a2H 

Our preſent Antagoniſt is very warm in his zeal -agiinſt Antichriſt, 
bat.plantech his batrery at the liberty of our Worlhip. -They whole 
proſpect of things reacheth only the ſurface thereof, - whoſe fight, by 
xeaſon of darkneſs,terminates in the o1t-{ide of objetts, withour peircing 
intoctheir bowels; will chink che Querift hath made a fair Efay, He 
cryes out Antichriſt, Babylon, but. fmireth the innocent Flock, And 
were his Weapon as keen as his Spirit, for any thing 1 know, he mighc 
let out much of the vital blood of the Churches, + mf 4s 
' j A 2 Tie 
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The preſent Conteſt is de [ans & 
then buffered, The caſc in hend. is a meer-civilpriviledge, affording 
occaſionally a little. free air, a_ reſpite for Spiritual.Liberty. . Bur a. 
prejudice againſt ic once ſtarred, isno Iels firmly riveted in the the fan. 
cies of the weak, than points of greater moment ought to be in their 
judgments. Yer our Aſfailant (not coment with his own praftice) un- 
der the pain of Anathema, and imputation of Apoſtacy, with all other 
dreadful words, commands all of us to-retire-from, and hot touch the 
unclean Licence, with-no lefs peremptorinels .then Come out from amen 
them, my prople,and be ye ſeparate : to the ſcandal of Religion,and abun- 
dant- contencment. of obſervers, The- truch is, the Querit's main 
quarrel is not a Eicence, but ſomething elſe of more moment, if I miſ- 
rake him nor, Tythings of Mint and Cummin ſhoald not break ſquares. 
berween us, were principhes of the League agreed on, I may praiſe 
what I pleaſe iwpune, without any refleRjon thereon, fo Lhold::the 
binding Points, Immorality then mighc be. exculed, duty otherwiſe is 
cenſured. 

Bur my work, it will be ſaid, lies in defending a Licence, I reply, ie- 
doth ſo :. Only ſo unhappy, is our Aflailant, chat our moſt -innocene 
avoidance of his impreſſion, will expoſe his nakedgeſs,. And poſſibly ir- 
may be neceſlary tg ſet the brand in us due place,and evidence. who. ic is 
that troubles 1ſr acl» F: 01 

* The manner of the Queriſi's diſcourſe. (if 1t will bear that tile ) is- 
ficly ſuited to.che deſign of ir, Queſtions are;praper means: to unſertle. 
weak Souls, Nothing ſcems to be aflerted 5 -yer every thing queſtioned. 
Prqbably becauſe, 'tis calixr to.query, - than toproyearc And-we know: 
who can azk mpre queſtions, than others can anſwer. , Itis aY one wick 
ſome Profeſſours, ( with whom- only I ſuppoſe the Queriſt - intendec 
rodeal ) whether Truch-and Righteouſneſs, can bediſfroved; or not,  ſo« 
they be queſtioned, And indeed, faving.this poor law device, the ex-- 
peRtant wil fail of any thing worth his whule, inall the Laterrogatories, 
The Declaration js ſet upon the Rack, and chere, tormenced with imper-- 
ticent Queries, to which it is made to cry guilty, and to confeſs what ib 


never knew. It is not becauſe che Query's need or doſerve.it, that a - 


Reply. is endeavonxed ;. but love and compaſſion to thoſe who may be 
expoled to the (naxe, Ty me upan this trifling bufineſs,, A ſerious. 
thoughtful Reply, would give ſome. colour of ſolidity to the Queries. 
They ſhall therefore have d:gnum nodo cunenm, only a preſent diſcovery, 

yer abundanely ſuſhcient for us work, 
One great diſadvantage the generality of. unſettled Perſons have, in- 
ſych caſes as this, is, That they are not able ro look to the bottom. of a 
plauſible. 


ind. An enemy is imagined, and? 


CIC AS. DEI. 


plauſible diſcourſe, Here the Hd of Chriſt is ſaid to be diſowned 
mour acceptation of Licences, and che Magiſtrate put in his place z bur 
I'am not ſenſible that everyone is aware of the ground upon which the 
Queriſt botrometh this ſtrained Notion. Nay, his intimations make me 
ſulpeR chat to acknowledge the Legitimacy of the Magiſtrates Power, 
or to pay Tribute, is noleſs derogation to Jeſus Chriſt. I ſhall theres 
fore conſider the ſecret Principles upon which the Queries are built, or 
m_ prevent them, in a few plain Propoſicions preliminary to what 
follows. 

r, There is a Magiſtracy not allowed only,- but ſet up by God, for 
the external government of the World. *Fis noc Canginabls ( granting 
the Perſonal Reign) that in the interim of the Lord's abſence, he ſhould 
nor have his Subſticuces.. Either he governeth. the World immediately, 
or leaves it in utter confuſion and diſorder ; or he hath given Authority 
to men for this end. The firſt and ſecond contradie ſenſe and experi- 
ence, And the third is no leſs obvious to them. The Queriſt will nor 
(I ny ſay that the. Power which we ſee viſibly in the hands of Men, is 
betide the intention of God, Or if he do,we know what to reply, In 
the interim let this -Prmaciple be taken for granted 3 there is cauſe of 
great ſecurity it may reſt undiſturbed. 

' 2. Subjeftion to Magiſtrates is quent a tribute due to them,and | 
the refuſal (not only a rebellion againſt chem, but the Supream Majeſty. 
He who gave tribute to Ceſar as an example to us, and an inſtance of his 
accomplithment of all Righteouſneſs : He who lefe ic as a ſtanding rule, 
eſtabliſhed by his poſirive Command, That we give #»to Czlar che things 
tha are Cziars z cannot but refle& upon diſobedience herein, as an in- 
dignity againſt himſelf, Government is originally God's, inveſted as 
to its diſpenſation in the Perſon of Chriſt; and being by him- in any - 
rt of it devolved upon men, is his image or ſtamp upon them,. I ask 
therefore, have men Power and Government? JFboſe image ?- whoſe - 
fuper ſeripteon. is it 2, If Gog's, own ir, ſubmic to it; or - you ſet your 
ſelves againſt him, Chriſt /hath-placed them 'in their chrones, and by; 
the Apoltle's reaſoning, this is a ground of ſubje&ion, _ __ 

Toſay this or that Magiſtrate is Antichriſtian, will not ſerve the turn, 
I ask, Is their Power Antichriſtian in it ſelf, or. do they manage ir. for 
Antichriſt > That Power which Chriſt gives, cannot be ( as ſuch ) Anti 
chriſtian, unleſs the Lord's Kingdom be divided againft. ic ſelf, . And 
granting, that ſuch manage their lawful Power in an unlawful Ancichri« 
ftian way: muſt we therefore = their Power ? or rather is it noe 
our duty to forbear complyance with the abuſe thereof * For were there 


any Powers inthe Apoſtles dayes, or Chriſt's, which did nor n_— "+ 
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(Goſpel? yet our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did not therefore deny them tri. 
bite; neicher did the Apoſtles reje& their Authoricy. The Phariſces 
indeed (whoſe diſciple the Queriſt approveth himſelf ) queſtioned their 
"Allegiance, Matth. 22. 17, &c.. yea, diſowned it, Fob-$, 33, But 
Paul's example of SubjeRtion 1s very obſervable, Aﬀs 25, 10, xx, Did 
he appeal unto Ceſar, and not acknowledge his Power > A greater in- 
Rance by far than our acceptance of a Licerce, For, Sir, was not the 
Spirit of the Dragon, ator of thethen Imperial Power, che very {lame 
Spirit and Authority afterwards inveſted in the Beaft ? Rev, 12. x, 2. 

3. Then I conclude, that there is a diſtinion between the due and 
undue exerciſe of Power. If Magiſtrates command lawful things, they 
muſt be obeyed. It unlawful things, we may refuſe, nay we muſt wich. 
draw our ſubmiſſion thereto ; becauſe a ſuperiour Law of Jeſus Chriſt 
ſuperſederth them. | 

An31 add, that there is a vaſt difference between the unlawful com. 
mands of Magiſtrates, Do they incroach upon our civil Rights only ? 
FT know not that a private Chriſtian, as ſuch, may reſiſt, Who made 
us Judges or Deviders in the World > Chriſt himſelf would not de- 
cide a controverfie about Civil Right, Luke 12. 14. becauſe he had puc the 
adminiſtration thereof into other hands. | And becauſerhe came to obey 
and nor to rule, and to give us an example, * Bur, thar private Saintsare 
to diſpute civil Priviledges, or are' in Conſcience obliged to affert them, 
is incumbent on che Querift, it -he judge mcet ro undertake the Pro, 
Vince. | 
'-» But then, 3s to the Laws of che Goſpel,” the Order, Enfticutions:agd 
Liberties thereof, the caſe-varieth, The Charch #4 the Pilar and Gromid 
of Trath, to proctaim, aſlerr, and preſerve ir, with che utmoſt hazzard 3 
yct only in a Goſpel-way, : o 

4. Whereas the King isftiled Swpreans in Eccleſiaſtical matters, and 
faid to have the ſame inherent in himſelf, it only reſpettech.his Power tq 
{uſpend and difpenſe with Eaws National and Canonical,» enated by 
Parliament, or concluded -by the Overſeers of 'the National Church 
ot Engtand, with reſpeX to the outwaxd regimenr thereof, + * +, 
- Tharthisis ſo, the very Declaration it ſelf witneſleth, by ſuſpending 
the penalcies of ſuch Laws only, Which not only his preſenc Majeſty 
hath herein practiſed, bur his Predeceſſors alſo'; whereof inſtances may 
be given upon demand, And we have little caule to quarrel with.ghs 
Power of his to ſuſpend ſuch Laws, which bath” ( under God ) Seen 
a means of d.liverance to the Proteſlors of theſe Nations more thin 
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.  Objaft, Brit this Supremacy is the propriety of Chriſt, who is Head of 
onf-mh, and to alcribe xt to the Kang,” 3s to make him Head of the 
Chaure in PE | 8 = 
 Avſe. This'is a Plea gricGng from a-grofs ignorauce of the ching® 
treated an. The Declaration ſpeaketh- not of the King's Headſhip o- 
ver the Church, but his Power about the Laws impoſed on the Chusches 

f Chriſt, Cannot the King ſuſpend the penalty of an AR of Parliame::r, 

t.he muſt be Head of the: Church? Had- be indeed abrogated or 

ſuſpended any Goſpel-Law, there might have 'been ſme colour for this 
idle Alſegatian, Ot had hedeclared himſelf Head: of the Churcli in 
oppoſitiau to Chriſt. It may bethe ward Swpremacy gives the offence. 
Bur is it imaginable that an abſolute Supremacy is intended ? Is it nox 
rather ſuch a Supremacy as:-none on Earth bach right unto above, or c- 
qually to himfelt ? For, is he not'Supream in the Civil Goverament ? 
yer whoever imagined that be doth not hold it. of Gptl ? . Who hach 
devolved it fo upon the King, as-to reſerve the original abſolute Sove. 
raignty thereof . unto himſelf ? Why then muft chis Eccleſiaſtical $4- 
premecy intrench ypon Chriſt's Prerogative more than that > It Sapre- 
macs in (elf, if lome Supremacy may conhiſt-with the AHegiance of the 
Magiſtrate untoche Divine Majeſty; 1c 15 jncumbent upon the Quenk 
to ſhew wherein this Eccleligltical Supremacy jutrencherh- chereon.4 or 
tolay down the Plea thereof. But this, aud the ke notions will be, 
where ignorance and prejudice judge, or men 1nterpeer rather by fancy ,, 
than reaſon. 

5. Our acceptance of Licences in purſuance of the Dechration, doth 
got. infer our approbacion of all expreſſions thereza ; much lels rendreth. 
us guilcy of all, or any of thoſe wilde witerences charged upow us by 
the Queriſt, | 

I do not grant any thing extream!y offenſive in the Declaration ; at 
leaſt if an allowance be given.to the judgment of that Power which puc 
ic forth, Hpweves, 4 am precry well aſſured that ſhould che Querift 
draw up a Declaration agaiuſt Licences, or upon any other occaſion, ſo- 
ber men.would: find as many {tumbling blocks, it not more, therein .. 
Let the Queries. be a proof; wherein, belides the Nonſenſe evident in every 
page, there, is.ſueh piciful Policy and unſound Divinity, chat certainly 
thoſe, if any ſuch be, who approve.rhcir deſign as to Licences, abhor the 
other Principles. here and there (catcered inthem, | 

Befides, it is an ancollerable piece of uncharicablenels and injuſtice for , 
the Queriſt to ſet our accepting of Licences-upon the Tenters, and force 
Conlequeaces thence, neither naturalco the thing, nor approved 9i us, - 
and.charge us therewith, Let hig own thiat ſpurious illue of hi 5 own 


" 


— 


prains: 
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brain : ' but why is it laid at our +. who abhor it indeed more thanthe 
Parenrfcems to do. Yet why do Lblame him for abuſing us with theſe 
conſequences, who, if I miſtake not the complexion of his Religion, 
<abuſcth his own Priaciples no {cſs ; railing a ſuperſtruQture of Doftrine 


and Policy upon that innocent fancy of -Chriſt's Perſonal Reign, which 
all well-grounded Chriftians deteſt, -and Chrilt himſelf much more. 
I muſt cell the Queriſt, that his zeal in oppoſing Licences, makes him 
over-ſhoot the plairsletrer of the Declarationz which while ic gives 
leave to Preach without danger of the Law, ſuppoſeth usta be no friends 
to Epiſcopacy, and thereby freeth us from theguile of all his irrational 
conſequences faſtened upon us in the Queries, as far as his ſtrength an 
$kill allow, 
Be it added, That if our Licences on the one handſeem to countenance 
choſe Inferences ( which by any juſt colour of reaſon-they do nor) our 
perſeverence in Nonconformity denies them on-the other -hand. And 
really, Sir, to lay.the weight of ſuch ſevere-Charges upon one ſingle AR 
( and that in i ſelf not what you-repreſent it.) and in the interim to 
deny all the teſtimony of our ſeparation from that intereſt of 'Anti«- 
chriſt whichyou will have us favour z 'favours of a Spirit 'into whoſe 
counſel my Soul ſhall not-enter. 'Suppoſe the At of accepringLicences d1d 
in it (elf intimate or conclude what you infer ; yet to charge cheſe things 
upon our judgments while we publickly declare and practiſe contrary, 
is not fair play, But why do 1 ſuppoſe whats notarguable > Tr may, 
Sir, be a conviction of your ſevere uncharitable Spirit; otherwiſe*ris ut- 
terly denied, 
The truth is, Sir, you have got the faculty of inferring Quidlibet ex 
wolibet, any thing from what you pleaſe : which were it not a Sophiſm 
Lew a Chriſtian, I would return upon you with ſuch advantage, as 
might poſſibly expoſe your 'Teaſonings to better purpoſe, than a ſober 
Reply, which they deſerve not. But with ſuch toyes do you _— up» 
on the creduliry of tender Souls, and that in the Name of Chriſt, which 
renders the matter much more wicked, | 
6. The taking of a Licence doth not, cannot by any legitimate ratio. 
nal Inference, conclude that we accept our Miniſtry from the King, or 
that he thereby makes us Miniſters. To make a Miniſter, gives authority 
to Preach, md not Liberty only. I accept the King's Favour in permit. 


ti.:g che exerciſe of my Office in his Dominions peaceably, to which 
Office T am authorized by Jeſus Chriſt, But neuther- doth he declare 
that I am made an Officer hereby, nor do I acknowledge ir. The De- 
claration ſuppoſeth us in our Work, callech us Teachers of our reſpeRive 
Congregations, antecedently to a Licence, And the words of the 


Licence 
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Licence are expreſs to this FEAR. We do hereby permit and licenſe A.B. 
of the Congregational, or Presbyterial perſwaſien to be a Teacher. Is Per- 
miſſion Authorization ? Is leave to Preach in this or that reſpective 

lace, Ordination to be a Preacher or Paſtor * Indeed our Licence re- 

pects the Laws which forbid our P.caching, not our Office, It de- 
fendeth us from their violence, that they ſhall not impede our work z 
but doth not at all callus to it. I add, that if this Licence make us Mi- 
niſters, thoſe Laws made us none. If that give Office ; thoſe ſuppoſed 
us not in Oftice z which they no where expreſs, if my memory fail nor, 
I am (ure we never yielded, If an Enemy ſer upon me to take away 
my life, and a Friend interpoſe his Shield to bear off the blow ; no 
man in his wits will ſay that Friemd is my Father, he begat me, broughe 
me into the world, No ! he preſerves the life I had before, and ac- 
complith=ch, that I may enjoy 1 maugre the Adverſary. The caſe in 
hand is not ſubſtantially different, The Licence gives me liberty to ex- 
cerciſe my Miniſtry without being Iyable to former hazzards : but I de- 
rive not my Office thence, 

7. I conclude, to accept a Licence is Iawinl, My Spirit is not ſo croſs, 
nor am I fo very angry at the Reſtraint heretofore, ( though I ſuppoſe 
there be who have ſuftered as much, as the Queriſt, for the Cauſe of the 
Goſpel ) as cheretore to dethrone che Power that proſecuted me, or re- 
fule any legitimate incouragement from ir. The cry of Beaſt, Anti- 
chriſtian, &c, is, Vox eſt pratereambil, an empty noiſe, and nothing 
init : an inarticulate ſound, and lurty of words, (as to the merit of the 
Cauſe in hand ) void of folid Reaſon, Did Pl refaſe to be freed 
from Priſon, becauſe unjuſtly bound? Or did thoſe Magiſtrates loſe 
their Power in trecing, becauſe they had abuſed it in binding the Apo- 
ſtles? Did Peter and Fob, being whipt for Preaching, reſolve to be 
whipt to death, rather than accept treedom from the hands of their Op- 
preſfiors? The Goſpel is a ſtranger to ſuch reaſonings. The Spiric 
thereof is meek and gentle, no: furious and troward. 

Buc I ſhall ſub;joyn a tew Arguments to confirm the Jawfulneſs of ac- 
cepting Licences, and am inconcern'd, though the Queriſt pur Interro- 
gatories to them, they are of age, and can artwer for themſelves. 

1, If it were unlawful to ſubmit co the Command of thoſe Lays 
which forbad us to Preach, then *cis lawful to accept an exemption from 
them in a Licence, 

The branches of the Propoſition are directly oppoſite, and therefore 
lawfulnefs or unlawtulnels cannot be predicated of both. There is but 
one Cavil that I foreſee can be objected ro this Argument, which I 
{hall obyjate in the next, wiz, 

B 2. It 
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2, If the matter of a Licence be good, and there occur no intangling 
conditions in its acceptance : then 'cis lawtul co receive ir, Bur the mat» 
ter ot che Licence is lawful, 8c, 

Preaching is good, and a duty : Wo to us if we' Preach not the Goſpel, 
To have freedom to Preach is allo good, and defireable z *cis injoya'd as 
the matter of your Prayer, That the Goſpel may have free Courſe, 8c. 
viz. That all men may permic its tree publics promulgation in the 
World, and that it may be prevalent and ſuccesful every where, Now 
how can the Goſpel hive free Courſe unleſs choſe who forbad ics Preach. 
ing before, now permit it : which whether ir be by a Publick D:clarz. 
tion of 1ts permitſfion, or by the ſolemn permilſion of every individual 
as In our caſe, or by a tacite connivance at all, it matters not: We do, 
we ought to pray for the thing, lec Providence derermine the manner as 
it pleaſeth, And then cherc are no intangling terms 1m»oſed upon the 
Licenſcd. Let the Querilt aflign ſuch conditions ( tor we know of none) 
and they ſhall be contidezred, Do we nor chooſe our own Place co Meet 
in? Do we not keep our own Principles? I5 not our Separation Aljer- 
ted and PraCtiſed (till> We pay no Money tor our Licences, make no 
Recantation when we reccive them, Bur what will ſa:izfie an unquier 
man, who is reſolved to be troward ? 

3. 'Tis lawful to cake SanRuary in a Magiſtrate (under G34) when 
he oftereth ir, or we may rationally expect it from him, Magiſtrates 
do not only bear the Sword, but are called Sheilds, And why? If 
we may not ſhrowd our ſelves under them, and accept, and make uſe 
of their Prote&ion. And ler the Queriſt demonſtrate clearly, if he be 
able, that our accepting Licences for cur D:fence from the ſeverity of 
Laws, is an illegitimate hiding under the Shield. *Tis manifeſt, That 
be to whom the Shields of the Earth belong , hath diſpoſed the Hears of 
the King to cover us with his Power, And we believe, that to refuſe 
the Shelcer, is a diſowning the Goodneſs, Wildem, and Faithtulneſs of 
God, ingaging it for us. 

4. Either it is lawful to take a Licence, or a Licence rendreth a law- 
ful ching unlawful, ' Had his Majeſty Connived at our Liverty, or De- 
clared to permit us without the mention cf a Licence, we m'gnt, we 
ought to accept the Fayour thankfully : And doth a Licence change the 
nature of the thing ? In what part of the Licence doth this faculcy of 
Tranſmucation lie? Ir may be you will fay, 'cisin our Acceprance, not 
in the Licence, But I Reply, Why in the formality of accepting a 
Paper-Licence, more than in a ſecrer Approvation of che ſame Liberty 
given wichoutit? It his Majeſty had permacted our Liberty wichour 
D:claring ſo much ; it had been certaiuly lawtul to accept the ſame 
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eacitely as he gave it, yea, and to approve and own his Favour therein. 
And why our Expreilion of ſuch Approbation by the external AQ of 
taking a Licence becomes unlawtul, belongs to the Querilt to unriddle. | 

Again, How can the accepting a Licence for ſuch a Place, render our 
Preaching in that Place unlawtul, or others Hearing there ? Doth a 
Licence Null that greaz Statute-Law of Chriſt, That we [ft up holy 
bands in Prajer every where, 1 Tim. 2,8. That we worſhip God in- 
differently in ail Places! Doth a Licence polute the Place? or is a Place 
capable of ſuch defilement, in the daycs of the Goſpel? Iam aſhamed 
of the Superſtition of the Queriſt in this cale! Sir, *as lawful to 
Preach the Goſpel 1a a Conſecrated Place, why not in a Licenc'd ? And 
tis no lels Superſticion for ſuch erifling Reaſons to exclude the Worſhip 
of God out of any ( otherwiſe convenient Place ) than to confine or 
limit it to, I know not what, holy Places, as others do. Nay, moreover, 
my Preaching with a Licence becomes alſo unlawtul if the Queries can 
prove it. Strange conjuration certainly, 1n that ſmall ſcripe of Paper 
to diſoblige us trom fo great a Duty! Bur why do I dwell upon the 
Confutation of (ſuch a trifle > Permiſſion by whomſoever ( nay, were 
it the Pope himſelt who ſhould vouchſafe it, which Lam ſure he never 
will ) cannot change the nature of our Duty. AndI mult ſay again : 
We cannot own that contrariety of Spirit, that greatneſs of Stamach 
which will ouly ſerve God when and where it is forbidden, and maugre 
an Allowance cf Freedom, praCtiſe our Worſhip in oppoſition. 

Laſtly, Ic was lawful for the Fews with thankfulnels, ro make uſe 
of che Proclamation of Cyrw, to Return and build the Temple and ſer 
up the Worth:ip of God, Ezra 1, 1, &. And when Artaxerxes had 
by a contrary Decree obſtructed the Work, chap. 4, 17. They quar- 
relPd not with Dariws for re-intorcing the firſt Decree, and making a 
Counter Edict to the Second, chap. 6. 1, &c, - What 1s there in the 
King's Declaration more than in thoſe Decrees ? or in our Licences, than 
11 their Acceptance of and cloſure with them ? I confeſs the Jews be- 
ing once at work, continued therein z or reaſſumed ir after ſome Ceſſati. 
on, even while chey lay under Artaxirxes his diſcouragement, And 
ſo did we, as we might, build the Temple of Jeſus Chriſt in the day of 
our Reſtraint, which the Declaration, acknowledgeth, But we will 
build, as the Fews did, when we have Permiſſion alſo ; ral che Queriſt 
produce more conyiucing Arguments againit our practice, than we have 
yet {cen or heard. 

I procced now to conſider the Queries as far as material to our buſt. 
neſs, though F muſt profeſs there*s lictle or nothing in chem of weight, or 
real concernmenc as £0 the caſe in hand, 


B 2 Query 1, 


( Ia } 

Query 1, Firſt *tis Quericd, whether the Liberty given to the Papiſts, 
being abſolute and free, and ours Conditional and Reſlriftive, be not a 
ground to conceive the Indulgence of Proteſtant Recnſants only a cover, the 
bitter to countenance what ts more really granted them, 

Reply. Well ! Suppoſe this Query z grant the whole of it : yer doth 
it not prove our accepting Licences unlawtul. What if an unlawful 
Intention be cloak'd under a lawful Pretence? May we not therefore 
make uſe of chat Pretence for a be: ter end ? 

Further, I Reply; We are not concerned what the ſecret Deſign may 
be, ſo long as the thing is good, If our Refuſal of a Licence might 
prevent the Indulgence of Papiſts, there were more in the Query than I 
can ſee, But that we ought to refuſe our Liberty, becauſe they have 
theirs, when our refuſal of Licences will nor prejudice cheir Freedom ; 
let the Queriſt prove at his leaſure, 

Bzfides, I underſtand not the phraſe that Liberty is more really gran«< 
tc to them than us. Have not we Publick and they only Private Al. 
lowance 2 Do not we really enjoy the benefic of the Declaration > And 
ſhall we ſcruple whether or no it be really given Ts not that really 
given which I am really po"eſled of, as a free gift? It by really you 
mean cordially, ſincerely, you over-ſhoot your ſelf. Do you know 
the heart of the King ? Are you not to judge thereof by -his 
Expreſſions ( till the contrary appear ) which are more favourable unto 
us, than them2 Why do you infinuate Jealoufies? In fine, we are 
thankful for the honour put upon us to be Publick in our Mectings, And 
we eſteem it our advantage, having thereby opportunity of making our 
Innocence in Principle and Wecrſhip known to all Obſervers. The wanr 
whereof waz tormerly our diladyantage, and an hindrance to the 
Goſpel, 

vous ſuperadded Conſiderations I wave for their cvil favour, and 
want of ſobriety. 

Only to the Third I muſt ſay that you ſpeak without Book, What 
p:flage in the Declaration invitech the Jeſunes and Seminary Prieſts 2 
And whar if they come into Exgl/and now 2 Did they not ſo do before 
the Declaration » It both then, and now, they affume a Freedom 
not publickly granted them, Charity would judge chem more bold than 
welcom, 

And asto the Query it ſelf, I muſt deny the Indulgence -of Papiſts 
to be more ablolute than ours. Show the Conditions by which we are 
reſtrained, more than they, Will you ſay a Licence is a Condition ? 
Tt it be, *cis ſo juſt and lawful, that we judge it our ſecurity and ad. 
vantage above them. Hard terms indeed ! ro have our Liberty warranted 

under 
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under his Majeſties Hand and a p produce in our Defence upon all 
occaſions. 

Ontyy 2. He inquireth again, Whether the Indulgence to the Non- 
conformiſts, # not tendered apy ſuch Conditions, as may involve the Ac- 
cepters thereof im the guilt of much ſin? 

Reply, A grand Queſtion, and well ſtated! Whether we #ay con- 
tract guile hereby ? not whether we do become guilcy? There is ic 
ſeemis 2 poſſibility of managing a Licence unto Sin. Bur is there not alſo 
a poſſivility of avoiding that guile > The Inquirers Conſcierice hkely 
began to relu, He cannot ſay we do fin herein, but may. A goodly 
pretence to make Proſelytes by ! A fair Plea to attempt the ſcattering 
of Chriſtians, and breach of Churches, There maybe ſin in a Licence, 
or it may follow ther:on : therefore withdraw from the Licenſed, therefore 
be ye ſeparate, Butwhat if I retore, There may be no fin Conſequential, 
there 15 no fin in taking a Licence : theretore if any poor Soul be perſwaded 
by the Queriſt, it is ſeduced, it is deceived, and the Queriſt muſt give an 
account of the Impoſture to him who judgeth righ:eoully, Whar, Sir, 
dare you atteinpt lo high, upon the ſandy foundation of a May. be ? 

Well! that a mn4-be of Sin 18 in the Licences, the Queriſt under- 
takes to prove, To which end he fiftech the Declaration, and con. 
cludeth, that by all means we muſt conſent. to all Expreſſions therein. 
Goodly work ! I had thought our Conſent to fo much of the Declarati- 

'on as concerneth us, might ſerve our turn, Bur the Queriſt's Logick 
inferrech our approbation of all. Ir ſeems every perſon who hath Money 
our upon Bond, or a Farm, or Houle let to Leaſe, or is aty way con- 
cern'd in Contracts or AfPairs of Right, or otherwiſe 5 mult conſent to 
every Phraſe and Expreſſn in the Inſtruments of Law belonging there- 
to. Or, to come more cloſe : Every man, if any ſuch there be, who 
allowech nor a Licence, or approveth ſome Reaſonings of the Queries to 
that end 3 muſt approve all the Nonſenſe therein, and conclude every 
Conſideration thereot, ſolid Argument, and all the hard Cenfures there.. 
of, good and wholeſom. Hold Sir ! refle& I pray upon this: bold Hy. 
potheſis ſeriouſly, and I dare promiſe, you will change your Judgment, 
or hazzard an Opinion thar you have none at all, 

Well! lelt che way inthe Query ſhould nor be ſignificant enough, 
che next Paragraph adderh, Thar our Addreſs for Approbation of Prea.. 
chers, and Allogance of Places | May Neceflarily] involve into an Aſent 
to all Expreſſions in the Declaration. What may and neceſſarily tco ? 
A Con:radiction in the terms, P»ſſibly neceſſarily we mult Aﬀent to 
all in che Declaration. It you w'll ſpare the m4, I deny the Afertion. 

Ic is down-right falle, Make the Propofition univerſal, and the error 
will 
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will appear, He who accepteth of an Advantage or Priviledge by a Law © 


or Declaration, Bond, Leaſe, or other Inſirument ; muſt approve all par- 
ticular matters and expreſſions contained therem. The Accepters of 
Licences approve the advantage of the Liberty offered in the Declaration. 
Ergo, T hey approve all matters and expreſſions therein contained, 

Sir, Prove the Major Propofition, and you (hall bean Oracle, 

What follows, is a Repetition of ſundry Phraſes and Sentences in the 
Declaration, and therewith the Queritt doughuly concludes we yield 
them all. 

But why ſo? Is not our Profelſion and Pratice contrary to many 
of them * Doth notthe Declaration ſuppoſe us to continue Nonconfor. 
miſts ſtill2 Why do you afle:t without proot > Lerus atteud briefly 
unto particulars. 

—_ x. Firſt he tells us, The King's Supremacy 1n matters Ec. 
cleſiaſtical ts aſſerted in the Declaration, and we by accepting a Licence, 
orn it. 

Reply. 1 muſt ſay the King's Supremacy in matters Eccleſiaſtical, as 
ſtated in the fourth Poſtulatum, is no ſuch ugly Bugbear as you make 
it, They who ſoberly peruſe the Oath of Supranacy, ard its Expli- 
cation by Queen El/iz.4bsths Council, and Learned Men, on that occaſion, 
will be of chis Perſwation, Well, admit the. King hath a Supremacy ; 
yet that my Acceptation of a Licence interreth it, I deny, For my 
Conſcience in Religion is exerciſed about my Duty, and whoſoever gives 
me the opportumcy to diſcharge it, be it a Turk or a Forreign Con. 
queror, I will (through Grace) do my Duty, though I own n«t their 
Authority. 

You tell us in the next broken Sentence, The Parliaments have given 
the King a Supremacy in theſe things. Then by the Law of the ® 32s 
it is His, and may be owned, wherein it doth not intrench upon the 
Lord Chriſt's Supremacy z as in our caſe it doth ncr, 

Inference 2. By taking owr Licences, we confeſs that the King hath a 
Legal Right, to ſuſpend old Laws and make new, 

Reply. Sir, There is no foundation for this Concluſion i11 the De. 
claration z nor can find any colour tor it there, However I deny the 
Conſequence. That his Majeſty may ſuſpend the penalty of Ecciehiaſti. 
cal Laws, the Parliaments have Recogniz'd : but that he may make 
new Laws, I reade not, He may allo ( Quad bic & nunc, in tqjnen 
lar caſes ) ſuſpend the penalty of other Statute Laws ; but that he ma 
therefore make new Laws is a Notion, Sir, wherewich your ſelf hath 
firſt bleſs'd the World, To za Old Laws and make New, belongs to 
che ſame Power, and an lufercace from the one to the other, is na- 
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w * tural, Butto conclude, from a Power to ſuſpend the penalcy of fome 
Fo Laws, to a Power to mike other Laws, 1s an effe& of the ſtrengch- of 
of your fancy, and not any commendation of your Reaſon, Several of his * 
Ne Majetties Predeceſlours have ſuſpended Laws occaſionally, but none of 


them thereupon made. any. 

Infer. 3. To accep: a Licence makgs the King Head in Eccleſiaſtical 
ie matters. For we come to him for Approbation of Miniſters and Allowaxce 
Id of Places, which are both Eccleſiaſtical matters, and proper only for the 

Church to order. 


Yy Reply. How we acknowledge the King's Supremacy, hath been a- 
= bove declared, as, how it 15 intended in all che In!trumcats whereia char 
ly ile is uſed. His Headſhip is much che {:me, unleſs he be made Head RJ 
of the National Church of Exg/and ;, to which we readily yicld the 
G- Prerogative to allizn irs owa Head : che Scriptures having determined 
t ours ( But he approveth Mimjters and alawe:h Places, which the Church 
only ought to order. ) 
as What ? Is che Church only to Appoint Meeting Places? By what 
ke Text ? Where is the Scripture-Rule? I had chovght we might life up 
li- clean hands.to God in every Place, who ever Allow or Appoiat it. And 
Mn, as for Miniſters, his Ma;clty undertaketh not to, approve who are fic, 
y5 and who not, in reſpect of cheir Gifts and Abilities for their Work : 
1y Bur Approveth all thac co:Nne as tO their Indempuity from the Laws, 
'es Which though the Declaration call Approving, yet the Liceace inter- 


n- pretech by Permitting, viz, That he ſhall or be Proſecuted by the Acts 
cir otherwiſe in toice againlt bim, 

| Infer. 44 #« conſent that all diſproved Mettings are Seditious Cone 
en venticlet. | 


on Reply. Tam weary of confhdering ſuch incohcreat deduRions, Ts 
the our Licence a Subſcription to this Paine? Have we by accepting ir, ſer 
our Hands to the particutars of the Declaration ? Pray, Sir, ſpeak in- 
ba telligib'ly ! make the marcer plain, demonſtrate the depzndence of the 
Conclution upon the Premiſes ; Evadeace che Contexcure of receiving 
Yee a Licenc:, wich our conſent that your Meeting is Seditious : thar I may 


che have a l:tcle co lay for my ſelf, when I [hall become your Convert, ln 
ſit. the interim, Sir, if your Behaviour aud Principles vindicate you from 
ake | this Charge, I ſhall not Cenſure you, nor I ſuppoſe any that are Li- 
cu= cenled. | F EW 

ay Infer. 5. Again, The Dotlrine and Diſcipline of the Church of Eng. 
ath land, # in the Declaration ſtiled the Baſis, Rule, and Standard of the ve- 
TO | neral Publick Worſhip of God in the Na'z1n ; this, by taking @ Licence, we 
na-  yeild tobe good Dittrine, 

al, R:ply, 
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Reply. But pray, Sir, ſeeing his Majeſty hath reſolyed chat no other 
Doctrine or Government ſhall be uſed in Parochial Churches, than thoſe 
of the Church of England, why may we not believe that they ſhall be 
the Baſis, Rule, and Standard of the Worſhip and Manner there ob- 
ſerved ? Yet, that it ought to be ſo, or that my Licence inferreth my 
conſent thereto, is yet to be proved, Ic ſeems, whether we will or no, 
we muſt hold this r:ſolution of his Majeſty for good Doctrine. Though 
I profeſs, for my own part, I judge it not matter of Doctrine, but of 
Fact, Thar general Publick Worſhip ſhall be de fafts regulated-by 
Epiſcopal Canons, the King declareth ; but that we, who take Licences, 
ſhall approve this ro be good DoCtrine, or that 1t is Doctrine at all, 1s 
not declared, 

Infer, 6. By taking a Licence, We approve the Toleration of an Intereſt, 
which by Principle and Praftice declareth they ought nit to keep Fauh 
with Hereticks ; and by vertue of a Subſervency to a Forreign Power, are 
to ſtand diſpoſed to kill and murder their Rulers, aud maſſacre their Neigh» 
bours, burn Cities and Countries, whereof France, Piedmont, Poland, 
Ireland, and London, can give ample and undenyable teſtimony : Wit- 
neſſing that they are Beaſts and Bruits rather than Men, and to tolerate 
their Religion, us to tolerate Sedition, and to introduce all Confuſion and 
Deſolation, 

Reply. Bona Verba ! Taking a Licence #« approving Papiſts, &c. Ss 
accuſaſſe ſatis quis innocent ? All this T muſt believe upon the Queriſt's 
bare word, for proot of my conſent hereto there 15 none. The very De- 
claration, though it tolerate the Papiſts, doth not own theſe horrid things, 
yer my Licence infers my conſent thereto, If I accept a Licence, 1 
conſent to the Toleration of Papiſts, and all their Abominations. The 
Conſequence is denyed, and I expect its Demonſtration. I heartily 
wiſh that no Do&trines but thoſe of Papiſts did introduce Confuſion, 
Anarchy and Blood, All that I know of the Licenſed, abhor theſe 
chings and DoQrines z and I am confident all of them do ſo whom I 
know not. If the Queriſt do deteſt them, he is the fitter to caſt this 
ſtone, but not at us. 

Infer, 7. Taking a Licence, conuntenanceth the Invitation of all For- 
reigners without diſtinftion, in violation of all the kxown wholeſom Laws ' 
to the contrary, 

Reply, It hath been Jong the complaint of wiſe men, That the Non. 
incouragement of Forreieners, 1s one of the greatelt lers ro the flouriſh. 
ing of Trade among us. Our Land is more fertile, than that the Natives 
can devour its Fruits ; whereas it Strangers aftiſted more confiderably, 
the Countrey would find the advantage. Beſides, they bring with them 
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their Trade and Intereſt ; which the Low-Countries conſidering, have 
improved to the inriching of themſelves beyond what any of their 
Neighbours ( neglecting that Expedieat ) ever attained. 

What wholeſom Laws have been Enacted to prevent the Settlement of 
Scrangers among us, | have not ſearch'd, nor am concern'd : my buſli- 
neſs lying elle-where. Neither kaow I how wholeſom they are: I 
queſtion not their Seaſonablenels when Enacted. Bur, Sir, Laws are 
changeable, as their accalions vary. . And it hath been the Wiſdom of 
Governours to let them fall hy difluerude, as they ſaw convenient. And 
poſſibly, his Majeſty 1s apprehenſive of the diſadvantage of a rigorous 
inforcement of the Laws pointed at ; which might occaſion that Ex- 
preſſion in the Declaration. 

If you harp upon the lame ſtring, as inthe third inforcement of che 
former Query : my Anſwer is; That unlc(s I had better reaſon to 
believe that Jeſaires and Seminary Pricſts are inviced over, than you 
think fit to give, I may, at lealt, ſuſpend my thoughts about it, How- 
ever it is again denyed, . that taking a Licence, argues my conſent to this 
incouragement of Forreigners; take it in what ſenſe you pleaſe. 

Infer, 8. By taking a Licence we declare a freedom to give np all Noy- 
conforming Brethren, who cannot go with us for Licences, as Seditions, to 
all imaginable ſeverity threatened againſt thery, 

Reply. This is like the reſt, an injurious Imputation, Ir ſeems your 
expect that the Body of Profeſlours in the Nation, ſhould refuſe to ac- 
cep: this Indulgence, left they expoſe a nameleſs Querift z who 1s not at 
all concerned that they heredy much more expole themſelves. What 
think you, Sir, of thoſe who judge themſelves bound in Conſcience to 
take Licences ? Muſt they lay down their Duty, to pleaſe the Queriſt 2 
Beſides, Priſons and Baniſhment, and Confiſcation, and Death, &c, at- 
tend us if che Laws benot ſuſpended, and a Licence not accepted : and 
all chis we mult be content to undergo for the Queriſt's ſake; whoſe 
ſweer, tender, charitable, obliging Spiric breathing our agaitiſt us che im- 
putation of Apoſtates, Perſecutors, &c. noqueſtion layes an engagement 
upon us, to torgo our Liberty, and all to gratific him, And, what if his 


Stomach were as weak as his Judgment ? Muſt we not cat, becauſe he 


hath no appetite? Muſt we forbear, !c{} we expoſe his nice fancy to a 

Nauſea? Yea, Sir, mult the Souls of the Nation be ſtarved, and by 

the ſeverity of the Laws deprived of Spiricual Food, becauſe yonr Opi- 

nion excepteth againſt che Dretling? And by all means thouſands of 

Miniſters, and many ten thoulands of People, are to fall under the 

ſcourge, to pleaſe your ſcrupuluſiry, 
Well, but neither will our forbearance of a Licehce beſtead the 
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Diſſenter, nor doth our 0 hk thereof expoſe him, And why may 
not I as well argue, That our univerſal grateful acknowledgment of 
his Majeſties Favour herein, is, and will be judged a ballance to the 
weaknels of the Refuſer ? For, what proportion 1s there between the 
number of the one and other? My real judgment is, accordiug to the 
beſt information that I have had, That the whole ColleRion of thoſe 
who forbear Licences, amounteth not in the whole Nation, to an e- 
quality with ſome ſingle ſeparate Congregations. Let the ſober judge 
whether it can be rationally expeRted that ſuch mulricudes ſhould part 
with their Liberty (if it were matter of Liberty only ) that one or 
two ſcattered here and chere be not difpleaſed, Bur indeed, the Queriſt 
is alone in this Cenſure, otht1s are content to bear with us, as we do 
_ with them, 

And we are willing to exerciſe all love, mercy, and forbearance tc 
ward the Queriſt alſo: We abhor the thought of imputing Sedition to 
him, nor doth our cloſure with the Declaration inter it, muchleſs dare 
we expoſe him to the Laws, for a refuſal of a Licence, We hope we 
bave otherwiſe learnt Chriſt. O-ly 1 wonder at this complaint of his, 
ſceing the Indulgence is equally injoyed by all; ſo far is the Queriſt 
trom being expoſed. In the interim, 'tis we are expoſed, our Churches, 
our Pcople, not only by their Scandals laid on us by the Queries, bur 
otherwiſe, which I care not to mention, In all this, the Queriſt is inno= 
cent, and weguilty: Why? becauſe he had the advantage of com« 
plaining firſt, The Aggreflor generaily prepoſſeſſeth the minds of 
Men with his ſtory, right or wrong, whereby they are fortified againſt 
any impreſſion from the Defendant*s Plea, 

Aclength there is a tranſient flaſh, or ſhe:y of proof, that our Licences 
draw all theſe Conſequences upon us: For ( ſaith the Q 1erift ) bew 
fully do the $ criptures, 44 well 4 known Experience, evidence thus truth : 
That the. gilt of other mens ſin, us contratied as well by ſilence and con- 
nivance, anference and conſequence, as alual contrivance and atlive tranſ- 
alling ut our ſelves. : 

How fully the Scripture gives countenance to the Querift's deſign, or 
warrant to his Opinion concerning us, will be ſeaſonable to weigh, when 
ſuch Scriptures are produced, as we are here threatned with, And I 
have a little confidence, that their unreadineſs will much procraſtinate a 
Second Edition of the Queries. 

In the interim, I dare Affirm, That we contract none of the aforeſaid 
guilt by any of the wayes mentioned ; There are deductions which flow 
freely and naturally trom Prem ſes ; and there are Inferences alſo which 
by the force of jUogical reaſoning, heightened by a fiery zeal in our 
warm 
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warm Sophiſter, are unkindly drawn from our innocent praQtice, Bur, 
Sir, let the Extra& cool a li:tle, till the zgneoms Arroms infinuared into ic 
evaporate: and our Uprightneſs will be thereby more viſibly evidenc. 
In a word, I am not afraid of any Inference legicimacely drawn from 
a Licence accepred : the afore-mentioned appear to have no dependence 
thereon, 

But, #e are commanded poſitively to keep far from an evil matter, and 
4 abhorring the evil thing, and contemning the vile Perſon, to ſeparate 3 
come out from, and not touch the one as well as the other ; to bave no fel- 
lowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but reprove them rather ; 
there being no m:dium, it ſeems, between reproof and fellowſhip, 

A miſerable Parcition of the Q 1eſtion! You have not yer ſo much as 
undertaken to prove a Licence 4 it ſelf evil ( but only the pretended 
Conſequences of 1t ) yet here it is uppoſed, and we commanded (upon 
pain of the Querift's cenſure ) to keep far from the evil matter, 8&c, Sir, 
when you prove the Licence finful, wee?] attend to your counſel; till 
then we are not ſo charitable as to grant what you ſo heartily beg, and 
prove {o weakly, 

There may be a Myftery in the Vile Perſox from whom we are to ſe- 
parate, whom having no acquaintance with, I defire the Queriſt to 
demonſtrate to me, that I may avoid him, 

Again, We bleſs and bow the knee for, go in and reap the benefit of the 
Declaration ſo evil, without any witneſs againſt the ſame. A Sentence 
well worded ! What ? have we bleſſed and worſhipped an Idol? Iam 
loth to expreſs what I apprehend of the boldneſs of this charge. The 
ceſtimony expected will be deferred cill you provethe evil rafinuared. 

Art laſt, che accepting of Licences 1s accuſed of poſitive guilt, as well 
as conſequential ; and ic is worth our while to obſerve where the charge 
is grounded, viz. The addreſsto ſuch an intereſt for favonr of this ſort, 
upon the terms tendered, cannot but contratt ſin againſt Chriſt, and our Gee 
ueration, in contraditting the work and witneſs of the day, For bath not 
the late Controverſie, and Conteſt managed in theſe Nations, lay'n between 
Chriſt and Antichriſt : witneſſed by former Declarations, Proteſtations, 
Prints, &c, 

I hope the Queriſt intendeth not the late War by the Controverſe. 
If he do, I muſt cell him, it was not berween Chriſt and Antichriſt, 
bur about Civil Differences, Andit 1s very unſcaſonable to rake among 
th: cold aſhes thereo!, in which there cannot be tound (that I know of ) 
a living (park. Oaly how the coherence lies berween that Wir, and ac. 
ceptation of the Indulgence, I have not eyes enough to diſcern. Pray, 
Sir, bring them a lictle nearer rogether in your next, and tye them tft : 
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20 
or they will not endure cach other, till you can call a witneſs, 

Buc poſſibly, this is only my conjeture, You intend our Controverſie 
with Conformity. Here you ſay Chriſt and Antichriſt were1n the liſts, 
and for any thing I know they are ſo ſtill, For, are the Combarants a= 
greed > Dotha Licence reconcile them? Nothing leſs! Ir hath in» 

eed procured a Ceſſation of Arms, We are rot now over-run by our 
Aſaailants, as formerly. But the cauſe continues a$it was, Our con. 
tention was by Faith and Patience, wherein the Accepters of Licences, 
with as much conſtancy ( and poſſibly far more lobriery ) as the Que. iſt 
(it I may judge by the Spirit of his Paper) have acquicted themſelves, 
That the Lord hath made his Majeſty the Inſtrument to accompliſh an 
intermiſſion of Hoſtility againſt us ( who had no oftenfive Weapons or 
Princigles, only were guarded by Innocence, undcr the Protection of 
Providence ) we acknowledge and accept with all gratcfulnels, Nor is 
our Addreſs to this [tereſt a laying down our Teſtimony z I have pro. 
ved afore, that Magiſtracy, as ſuch, is not Antichriſtian, but an Ordi. 
nance of God's. 

I add morcover, That the preſent I:dulgence is ſuch a fignal counte- 
nance to Religion, and fo ſuitable ( in the main ) to the Spirit of the 
Goſpel, that I canuot bur eſteem it ſelf a grand Tettimony againſt Anti. 
chriſtianiſm : if Perſecution, and Oppretſion, tor Contcience ſake, be 
Antichriſtian, | 

As for the Teſtimony of the day in Nenconſormity, how do we con- 
tradit it > Is our accepting the Permiſſion oi a tree Exerciſe of Non- 
conformity the contradiction thereof ? Yea forlooth, We are nor 
Nonconformiſts, becauſe we are content to be Indulged in Nonconfor. 
miry. Oaly there is ſomething further offenſive in it, which the nimble 
inzention of the Queriſt bleflech us in the diſplay of ; that otherwiſe had 
never enter'd into our heads, I am ſure never ſhall inco our hearts, We 
own the Intereſt that gives this Faveur, Yea, Sir, we do, thoughin your 
fancy it be a contradiction of our Cayes witnels, I am heartily glad 
your mind is known, that I may put in my Negative againit ic, 

Now, Sir, having received the tavour of your rare Notion concerning 
the witneſs ot the day, I cannot in civility and graticude deny the ime 
parting of mine, becauſe you are a friend, ad may improve it, I 
think the tc{timony of a particular day doth nor alwayes conſiſt in our 
diſtance from one 1ndividual point, bur chat it fixcth in a middle be. 
t veen two extreams, The Sun maintainer} its courſe in the Ecliptick, 
neither inclining to the North or South of the Zociack, but ſteering 
exactly between then, So doth Truth equally averſate each extreamity, 
If Conformuty lyc as Scilla on the one hand, I am (ure there 1s a ſevere 
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unſcriptural Nonconformity on the other, We are not willing to ſplic 
our Conlciences on that, or be Ingulf'd in this ; and therefore in a trc- 
mulous motion, fearing both, avoid them indifferently, without allay- 
ing our teſtimony, It, Sir, you be concern'd in this ſtate of the Que- 
ſtion, I cannot help ic, Yet tor a ſweetning, 1 add, That what good 
thing we find in thoſe who take either of thoſe wayes, we can heartily 
approve it ; walking by the ſame Rule according to what we have attain= 
ed, 1 omit che conſideration of the laſt Paragraph under this Second 
Query : not only becauſe nothing new,or unanſwered,occurr'd therein ; 
but tor another reaſon well known go the Queriſt, 

Query 3. Whether or nothere us not good canſe to judge that the ten- 
tender'd [Indulgence comprebendeth ſome real inſnaring deſignment againſt 
the Lords People, 

Keyly. To give countenance to the affirmation of this Queſtion, five 
Arguments are urged, Two of them full of infinuations of miſtruſt, 
and excitation of a Spirit of jealoufie, All, ſo inconcluſive and im- 
proper as to the deſign of che Querics, that I wonder how the Queriſt 
ſtumbled upon them, lying fo far out of his way. 

In general, therefore le: me ask the Queriſt, Did not your own fancy 
dreſs up this Bugbear ſcruple? Were you not troubled at our quiet in- 
zjoyment of Liberty in a way which you apprpve not? And was not 
this fancy ſent'among us to ſcar us? Ic leems if you cannot hinder 
our Peace utterly, you'l d:ſtarb it, and us in its inj»yment, But why 
do you affright us wich dreams of chis nature ? 

Neither do I think your Reaſons perſwaſive, Indeed, Sir, they are 
Weapons to be weilded with either hand, right or left, Capable of 
perſwading pro or con, which the D:{purant pleaſeth, 

There*s Tar with the Dutch, Ergo, a deſign againſt Nonuconformiſts, 

The Declaration confeſſeth a fruſtration of all Attempts againſt Nongon« 
formiſts by Coercion : Ergo, Indulgence muſt deſtroy them. 

Means are uſed to oblige the heads of thre: ſorts of Nonconformiſts, Ergo &c. 
Laſtly, The Nation continues as wicked as everor rather is worſe,Ergo &c. 

Truly, we ma\ infer from cach of thclſe Premiles, the contrary to 
the Queriſt's Concluſion with as much probabilicy, as his. But theſe 
are good Arguments where the Queriſt's Trade lies. 

Well! Sappoſe there be a delign ; can this diſprove the lawfulneſs of 
a Licence? May not a deſign be countenanc'd as well by lawful chings 
43 unlawfal ? Or ſuppoſe we forbear a Licence z will this prevent the 
delign ? Or doth our acceptance countenance the Plot? Nothing leſs! 
Sir, your want of a Licence will not defend you in ſuch a ca'e, Nor will 
my Licence expoſe m2. May I not beas wary with a Licence, as with- 
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out ir? Is it not as poſſible to ſecure 2. ſelf from violence now, as for. 
merly ? Pray, Sir, whither tend your realorungs ? where ſhall we find 
their ſcope ? : 2 

Query 4. Whether the pretended Indulgence # not 4 ſiraitning rather 
than inlar gement of (,briſtian Liberty, 8c? 

Reply. L believe not! My reaſon 1s founded upon the manner of the 
Coercion before 3 which compared with any reſtraint likely co follow 
upon the Indulgence, is very conſiderable, If it may pleaſe God, I 
deſire any illegal courſe may be raken to hinder my Liberty, racher than 
what bears the form and tile of a Low, For, though in the concerns of 
Conſcience, Laws are not Laws indeed : yet my Caſe is clearer, and my 
Way plainer, if I be Perſecuted withour, and againſt Law, than by, 
or with it, 

'Tis grante moreover, That Chriſt hath purchaſed a Freedom for 
us to Worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, Yea, hehath aflerred, and 
noridenrielly maintained it for the body of Noncontormiſts in theſe 
Nations, notwithſtanding contrary indeavours. But how this Freedom 
is allayed by a Licence, by a Permiſſion to 1njoy it: becauſe my own 
judgment informs me not, I ſhall attend our Queriſt's account, viz, 

1, Herely we muſt by onr own conſent, be put wnder the Copnizance and 
inſpeftion of our enemies. | . 

Who are our enemies here intended, I am not careful to inquire, But 
certainly our Worſhip of God is ſuch, ſo holy, ſo innocent, chat I 
eſteem ac its —— to be known even by its Adverſaries. Sir, 
it is not our Worſhip and Principles, but our unſuitable Converſation, 
our perſonal failings,that create offences, And I doubt not, if our Obſervers 
knew the way of Nonconformiry beter, cheir anger would be much al- 
lay'd, and we ſhould have fairer quarter with them, Iay, poſſibly we 
ſhould ſooner gain them thereby; chan they get advantage againſt us, 

The Goſpel was never intended for privacy, Chriſt Preach'd to his 
Diſciples in the Eare, and in Secrct occaſionally z bur lefc it in charge 
with them, to preach it as they might upon the houſe tops, that is, 
publickly and openly, Veritas non qnerit argulos. Truth abhorreth 
Privacy, ſo doth that Goſpel of Truth which we preach. And I muſt 
profeſs we have no Points to inculcate upon our Hearers, which I dare 
not (if I may Preach any thing publickly ) proclaim in the greateſt and 
moſt mixed Audience, Let them who are afraid to have their Doctrine 
and Worſhip brought to the touchſtone, and who Preach things of other 
concern than Salvation, or lyable to Civil or juſt Ecclef1ſtical Cenſure : 
Let them retire z#to the ſecret Chambers,and lay Chriſt is therebut it muſt 
not be known. Let them, I ſay, who lead aſide the ſimple, creep into houſes 
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when they may be publick: Idehre . Z AO I have any)may knovr 
my Doctrine & Manner, Wiſdom us juſtified of ber Children, To be known 
therefore is our deſire, and priviledge no ſtraitning, Let the works of 
darkneſs be done in darkneſs, They that ſleep, ſleepin the mght ; and 
they that are drunk , are drunk in the night, We never retired for fear 
of the diſcovery of our PraGtice or Principle, Tf the Querift's Way 
and Doctrine may not indure s»ſþeft;on, I judge the courſe he rakes more 
wile than innocent. Yet I wonder that fear of i»ſþelt;on ſhould have 
any influence upon his undaunted Spirit ; who proſecuteth us o ſeverely 
for only a.groundleſs ſuſpition of timorouſneſs, 

2, But as the King's Meters and Preachers, you muſt be lyable to bis 
"Appointments ;, eſpecially in the obſervation of his Publick:dayes and times, 
wader penalty of forfeiting your Liberty. 

Why # your eye evil without cauſe } What clauſe in the Declaration 
gives co:meeenarice co ſuch an Inference ? Is chere a word, atictle there- 
in cothis purpoſc > Yea. there is not ihe leaſt occaſion given eicher of 
this or the two following Inferences, In the former Query you endea- 
voured to flir up Jealoukie in che Subject; and in this you ſeem to put 
Weapons into the hand of the King z both will thank you fo: ic when 
the 7 ſce reaſon. 

We can wichout Order or a Command, nay we do preſs the Lord 
with the concer1ments of our Nation, We have a Rule to Pray for the 
Peace of the City, the Kingdom wherein we are, that in the peace thereof 
we may have Peace, We canalſo bleſs God tor National Mercies upon 
the ſam2ground, We can lay the ſtate of the Kingdom (as far as we 
underſtand it, yea indeed abſoluely ) ar the feer of God. Bur thac 
our L:ccnce formally bind:th us hereto, 1s denyed. Yea, He who 
therein gives us Liberty about things in his judgmenc of no lefs con:ern, 
we belicye leaves us to our freedom 1n this allo z ſuppoling ic a Point of 
No::conformity, ; 

2. You add, Hereby by our own agreement an wmſnaring temptation 4s 
one of the conditions ; you are to be lyable rothe King's C os continually 
if you do any thing derogatory to the Doctrine, Diſcipline, or Government of 
the eſtablijh'd ('barch, which muſt needs expoſe you continually. 

Reply. When will you make your Inferences clear ? How doth this 
appcar to be our Agreement ? Where, and when did we (ign ic? Or, 
doth the Declaration cxpreſs or intimate our Conſerit to theſe things ? 
The King inleed declarech, That if after this bis Clemency and In- 
dulgence, any of his Subjetts ſhall preſume to abuſe the Liberty, and ſh 0 
Preach Seditzouſly, or to thederogation of the Doltrine or Government of 
the eſtabliſh'd Church, &«&c, Hi doth hereby grve them warning, and de- 
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clare, That he will proceed —_ them with all imagizable ſeverity, 8c, 
This is indecd a Declaration of his Intention and Reſolve in ſuch caſes, 
but implyes not the Offenders conſent, 

But ſuppoſe our Licence did imply a Conſent to that threatning, it is 
no ſtrairning of our Liberty comparatively. 

Before, we were proceeded againſt whether we preached Sedition or 
not, whether we derogated from the Church of England or not ; now 
only it we do : we have then by che Declaration gotten lo much ground, 
which we had not before, 

The truth is, we think our ſelves much ſecured by this Clauſe ; for 
it ſuppoſeth our Nonconformity to have no natural tendency to Sedition, 
or the defamation of others, For which Candour we humbly thank his 
Majeſty, protelling we are ſtrangers to Sedition, and abhor it ; yea,that 
we ever were, and (hall be {till tender of thoſe that differ from us. Ho- 
ping, yea, believing, That co aſſert cur own Principles, and live up 
thereto, is not by the Declaration judged ſuch derogation z becauſe we 
are allowed Nonconformity, while weare forb:d to derogate from, &c, 

4+ By our Licences we are continually lyable ( when Meeting-Places 
ard Preachers are in the King's Books )) to Multts, Fines, or ſuch Atts of 
Violence, as from time to time they may be diſpoſed to. 

A rare Invention to overthrow our Indulgence : His Majeſty refuſeth, 
nay to:biddeth the payment of a penny to his Servants imployed about 
the Licences ; yet will deman{ Money himſelf of choſe that injoy the 
priviledge of them. We cannot believe that a vouchſatement ſo Royal 
doth proceed from a ſordid Principle, However our many Sufferings 
with other Diſadvantages, haye reduced us to ſuch an ebb of Coyn, as 
will abundantly ſecure the generality of us from this fear, If the 


- Queriſt's Purſe be in danger, and have occaſhion*d this Scruple, he is 


( tor all a no Licence ) more concer'nd than moſt of us, 

Query 5. Whether onr Liberties Civil a4 Chriſtian, are not bereby gi- 
ver up and betrayed ? 

Reply. This Query is already anſwered, as to its ſubſtance, in the 
third Poſtulatum, Yet it is befde the buſineſs, The real ſtate of our 
Controverfieis : Whether I may ſinleſly accept a Licence ? Not whether 
the Declaration incroach upon our Civil Rights ? Nay, Sir, lec me ſer 
the Scruple a little ftraiter yer, What chink you, It my Chriſtian 
Liberty interfere with my injoyment of Civil Rights, whether am II ro 
hazzard that or this? I think the Rule is clear, we are to leave Father 
and Mother, Houſe and Land, &c, and cleave co Chriſt, How many 
have forſaken their Inheritances to ſeek Goſpel-Liberty ? But the 
Qucriſt will have us co ler go our Chriſtian Liberty,to pelerye civil righr, 
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Bat ſuppoſing we refuſe Licences, will that ſecure our Civil Rights ? 
Nothing wo The Law hath taken them all from us. Fines, Impri. 
ſonments, Seizures, Baniſhment, Outlawry, yea Death it ſelf is our 
hire by Law, Indulgence defendeth us from theſe Laws, and thereby 
continueth our National Priviledges, fo far is ic from taking them a- 


way- | 
Oaly ofie Conſideration is ſubjoyned to abett the Affirmative of this 
viz. By accepting 4 Licence, we give the King an Arbitrar 
_ ackniwiedge a may diſpence with Old Laws, =; make New. 
For by the ſame rule that be may makg a New Law for my pretended good 
and advantage, he may wake another for my real bare. | 

Strange! Did the French and Belgrick, Churches make his Majefties 
Predeceflor Arbitrary, by accepting an Indulgence of the free exerciſe of 
their manner of Worſhip? Yet the Laws were thereby, ipſo fatto, 
ſuſpended ; I mean ſo many of them as reſpe&ed that Cale, Do we 

e lis Majeſty ne by accepting his free offer ro ſuſpend the 
Execution of Ecclehaſtical Laws, which Himſelf declarcth inherent ja 
himſels, and Parliaments have Recogn-zed to belong to his Throne 2? 

Sir, My work lies in ocher Studies, Niceneſs about Laws helongs 
not to me, nor private Chriſtians, where a Satvo of God's Authority 
is preſerved. Bur in this caſe we have a ſure determination, it a King's 
Declaration, and the Parliaments Record be of weight ; which for my 
own part I prefer above your private judgment, I am ſorry, Sir, that 
unintelligible Expreſſion 1s again repeated, That the King in this Indul- 
gence makes 4 new Law, You have a peculiar fancy that a Declaration 
is 6 Law. But whoever imagined it, fave your ſelf ? Or, where is 
there an Author to be found affirming, That becauſe bis Majeſty puts ows 
4 Declaration, therefore be can make Law, or by the ſame rule? | pray 
fatisfieme herein, before you expect my conſent, That accepting a L:-- 
cence abetteth Arbitrarineſs, 

The Queriſt hath finiſhed his main Interrogatories, and addreſſeth 
himſelf ro anſwer three duughty ObjeCtions againſt his. own Judg. 
ment, 

Obje&t. Liberty of Preaching the Goſpel is a moſt deſrrable thing, and to 
be acknowledged with thankfulneſs. 

Anſw. Hos Reply is, But as for this Liberty in Maſquerade, or this 


Reſtraint rather unmask'd, there ſeems to be as little reaſon with thank. 
fulneſs to own it, as upon the terms tendered toreceive it. Let the Readers 
judge, whether the Reply be either intelligible, or ſatisfactory, I bluth 
to review it, 
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Obj. Are wot the Perſecuting Biſhops made toothleſs, and the Oppreſ- 
ſrng Courts put down ? Is not this a Mercy tharkfully to be acknow- 
leaped. . 
Anſw. The Queriſt replycth, Tes ſure as erm ng from God, but not 
ar from them, in a deſign to make way for the Irquiſitier, or ſome other 
(chief, there will be little cauſe 10 bleſs them furits It will be time 
exongh to praiſe the fair day at night. 

Habemw fatentem reuwm. Our QUeriſt inſtead of anſwering thie Oh- 
jection, yelcerh our whole cauſe, Firſt,*he teliecth us, We ought to 
bleſs God for this Indulgerce, What may we blc{s hint for it, and nor 
acceptic? Secondly, he alloweth us to make our acknowledgements to 
the Inſiruments uſed by God in the matter, ſuppoſing there be no deſign up+ 
en w. And Thudly, the whole difhculty about our Licences being 
ſuſpended upon the ſuſpicion of a delign ; their lawtulncls is thereby 
oianted, only expedience is queſtioned, 

There fulloweth a long Paragraph, out of which, all T can gather ma- 
terial 15, Swppoſing the late Corrcron kad taken place ts cut w ſhort, ought 
we 10 receive Liberty from them that didit, ro Pre«ch the Goſpel wpon any 
terms? No, by no means! for they Preach'd the Goſpel londer. in Pri- 
ſon, and at the Stake, than they that accept Liberty, 

How Orthodox this DoQtiine is, I hope, Sir, you will diſcover upon 
a review of it. Becauſe our Liberty of Preaching ts for a time wiolently 
taken from wu, we may ſullenly refuſe the freedom thereof when offered, 
Vhat had become of Religion long before this day, 1f the Apoſtles and 
P;:mitive Miniſters had been of your mind, 1s catie ro conclude, Bur 
they were ſtrangers to ſuch a Spirit. They accep:ed D-liverance out of 
their Prifons, 'when they might have itz and returned to their Work 
with joy. So mult we. 

The Martyrs, I confeſs, gave in a great Teſtimony to the Goſpel by 
their Suffering. Bur that their Tcſtunony would have been cicar, or 
accepted with God, (uppoling they had rctulcd a. proterr'd Indu'gerce ; 
is marvellous queitionable, Nor was their Suffering properly Preachin, 
the Goſpel. That Text, Heb, 11. 35. 3s miicrad!y abuſcd. The Q cri 


i nſinuatirg-that it was generolity and noblc Conditior.s winch they ſtood 
upon 3 whereas if you rcace Zfaccab. 7, 1, &c, you ſhall ind nowerms 


werecft-red but wicked, ſuch as by the policive Command of God, no 


Few might accept, Neither will chis fancy (it granted) ſerve che 
Q :<1i{l's curn. For we are lo far from bang iimi:cd to wicked fintul 
nt P | " GO RT \11 I! "IJE" j* 'y ry” {: a ! ' | Go wiil 
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O5j. The Queriſt again A, That the reſuſers of Licences, 
are more nice than wiſe, ſtumble at ſtraws, and maks Mountains of 
Mole-biils, If a Thief ſhould rop ms, may we not receive part of our Mo- 
nej again ? 

A»ſw. This light O5jection puzzleth the Queriſt, yet he adventureth, 
very unhappily, co obviate it, in both its branches, Firſt, he ſaith, A 
Lic:nce appeareth a lutle thing to a Superficial view z, but yet if we lotk, 
intoit, we find it no ſmall matter. Pur a glance with the Eye u but in ap- 
pearance 4 ſmall thing, yet the Heart accompanying , it contralteth great 
evil, Atouch withthe Hand 1s but a ſmall buſineſs, yet ut defileth great- 
ly, &:. A little Leaven leaventth a great lump.. It was alittle Unbelief 
of the Heas of the Tribes of Iſrael, that kept them out of Canaan, &:C. 
I cannot bur obſerve the inz2nuity of the Queriſt, in this place only, vi- 
ſible, Finding the ewo firſt QLojeRtions roo-hard for Ins Logick, they are 
kindly yicl.1:d. Bur he is refolved others ſhail not ſerve him ſos 
This therefore 1s fix'd on, either invented by himſelf, and conſequently 
gently tempered ( tor *t!5 unfic he ſhouſd raiſe a Spirit more ſubtile than 
hinſclt ) or caken from the mouth of ſome young Sophiſter, who was 
afraid to preſs ro2 hard upon.lis Adverſary, lt he thould 'be retalia- 
ted. | 
The Ovjetor ſeems to conſels Licences finful, only they are but Pec- 
caditlo's,, but Stxaws and Moale-bills in, compariſon, and conſequently di- 
ſpenſable, For, ail the Tuſtances given, arc of thingz cyil in cheir own 
nature; : only in appearance. lighter than in deed, 

This.advantage makes the Q ieriſt beſtir himſelf briskly, But, pocr 
man,. he. loſet his,ground tor want.of sKkill co manage it, 

Euſt, inſtead of arguing from the nature of fin to our obligation to 
avoid it, he pleaderh from. the eZect, A finful glance. is not unpleaded 
becauſe tatul, bur becauſe it makes way for great guilt. A little Leaven 
is rot by che Queriſt's reafouing unlawtul. tor 1ts 3.1trinfical ſowrernels ; 
but its diftuzoa through the whole lump. Ir ſeeris he had not compared 
Math. 13.33. with x Cor. 5. 6.. The Leaven -f the Goſpel being good, 
js commendcd trom 1s {pr-ading prevalency, The Leaven of Sin dil- 
commended from the like diffaiivenels, nor as difiuilive ſolety, bur finful 
jn it ſelf, and yer infectious, So that by our Queriſt's reaſon, a Lt- 
cence were lawful, {uppoting 'ta lictle finful, were there nor danger of 
1rs- fpread.ng, and becomng univerſal, Whereas meed his cauſe 1s 
granted-inche Ozection, bur he 15 too civilto accept it, For: it {finful 
at all, che Arguinent 1s {tro:rger from chat innate 1801qyity to 115 unlawE 
fulnz5, than trom any probed!e elle&ts, how great ſcever, lxely ro 


low i-cence, 
D'z Az2in, 


; (28) 
Again, as a further illuſtration, the /ittle Wnbelief of the Heads of the 


Tribes is mentioned, I am ſorry the Queriſt will expoſe his unacquaine . 


rance with Scriprure ſo groſly, I ſuppoſe he is better vers*'d in the other 
end of the Bible, Pray, Sir, why do you call it a [izle Unbelief ? And 
why was it a litre — of the Heads of the Tribes * As if the fin 
were {mall in it (elf, and the Heads of the Tribes only guilty, not the 
People. For your fatisfaCtion, reade Numb, 14. 1,2. All the Children 
of Iſrael murmured, &c, And compare that Scripture with Heb, 3. x7, 
18, 1Cor, 10, 10, 11, and you will find it a fignal inſtance of Un. 
bclief. Nor dolI find in all the _— any excuſe or alleviating ex. 
preſſion concerning it. I think che Gignal puniſhment of that fin, and 
1ts fingling out as the inſtance of Unbelict in thoſe dayes, argue it a 
grcat lin. 

Yer, Sir, T utterly deny taking a Licence to be a fin at all, and I be. 
lieve the innocence thereof proved in this diſcourſe, which at one blow 
avengeth you of this untoward Objection, and cutteth oft your anſwer 
with it. 

But as to the ſecond part of the Obje&tion, You ſay, The caſe of the 
Thief is not the Caſe in hand. True, as for other reaſons, ſo becauſe the 
reſemblance is not the thing. Yet for any thing diſcoverable in your an- 
fwar, it may be the caſe, or ſomewhat neer nt, You tell us, That a ton- 
ſtrain'd att ye; formed when we were under the Thief"s power, iz judg'd null 
by the Law, What if it be? Is it therefore unlawful? A promiſe 
made to a Thief when we are at his mercy, 1s not obligatory. Bur the 
Law no where ſaith, we may not receive all or part of our Goods from 
him, or make a promiſe in our danger, or perform \it afterward if we 
pleaſe, But, Sir, it is an odious compariſon, which, becauſe T have a 
rendernels for you, I diſmiſs ; without taking notice of the bad things in 
the reſt of your Anſwer, 

There followeth four Queries more, without any additional either 
explication or confirmation confiderable : which bring up the Keer, and 
cloſe the Queriſt's Paper. 

Query x,#hether if this be ſo, that this indeed upon good grounds appears 
tobe a ſtratagem to introduce Pepery, and tends to defile and inſnare ſo 
much, to contratl guilt and ſin, axd betrays and deſirozes rather thay is. 
largeth our C briſtian or Civil Liberty ; whether for any to rejoyce in ſuch 
a thing of ought, to run greedily to them for a ſuppoſed favenr, which is 
the quite contrary 3 they may not whe 1t is to late, ſadly find with the ſilly 
Fiſh they have catch'd the deadly Hook injlead of the goodly Bait, and 
jaſil» cime urder the rebuke «f the following Scriptures, Prov, 14. 15, Ila, 
10,20, Prov,25.26, Ia.g1.13,14,15. Heb.11.25, Hoſ.l 3.2, 

But 
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But, what if it benot ſo Þ What if wehave proved the Queries, -as 
ſtated by the Queriſt, falſe and injurious, both tothe Giver and Ac- 
ceptors of the Indulgence ? Have the Licenſed then cauſe to complain ? 
Or rather have not Profeſſors juſt reaſon to accule the —_ of an at- 
rempt to deceive? What think you of Prov, 14- x5+ alledged by your 
ſelf? Did you not expect ſimple Souls would believe your inſinuating dee 
tuſirve words ? but, Sir, the Prudent bave look'd better to their goings. 
Indeed all theſe Texts, as the Queriſt orders them, are wickedly a- 
buſed ; being wreſted to countenance his idle Queries, and the reſt of 
that Conſuſion, which thereby, and otherwiſe, he would impoſe upon 
credulous Souls, 

What can he find in 7ſa. 20, 20 ? Becauſe the Fews might no more 
tean upon Egypt and Syria, rejecting relyance upon God z therefore we 
may not take Licences, Is this a leaning upon chem that ſmote us 
with a negle& of Faith in God? May we not /ean upon God, and 
make uſe of the Liberty which he ſendeth us by Men? 

Is our Licenſing 4 falling down before the wicked ? as you ſeem to per- 
ſwade from Prov, 25, 26, Bring forth your ſtrong reaſons, and firſt 
prove the Charge : then be peremptory. As -impertinent is Iſa. 5 1. 12, 
12, &c. How do you know we a& from ſear of Menthat die? What 
have we done that argues fear ? His Majeſty pnt on no terrible appear- 
ance in the Declaration. Nay, he laid down Severity, and ſpread a- 
broad his Arms to imbrace His poor ( till chen ) diſcouraged Subjeds, 
And muſt we be afraid 'of Fayour ? es, The Declaration'came our 
ina ſeaſon of reſpite, 'arleaſt herein the City, inſomuch thar there was 
nothing viſible likely t6 affrightus ; yer you condude,we muſt att in fear. 

Well ! Becauſe T will not be {> crofs, asthe Queriſt, co contradiR all 
things + bet ſo! we were afraid ; but it was of (tn, leſt we ſhould by 
retuling Lrcences, bid defiance to Providence, like the Queriſt, and ſcorn 
the Mercy offered. We were afraid, of outſtanding the opportunity 
of the day, to-work mit while we mght, without diſturbance. 

Nor is our Licence ſaying « Confederacy, with I know not whom, to 
which end you abuſe /ſa. 8. 12. Are there any Articles drawn up be. 
eween us and any wicked ſort of men, to carry on a joynt finful deſign 
eogether? We do indeed reſolve to live peaceably and innocently in 
our places. But this-we did before, andicwas our Principle from the 
beginning. I fear, Sir, you underſtand not'the meaning of thacr 
Scripture, it may be *cis too plain for a myftical Head ; review it, I 
pray, and let me know your mind hereafter, 

Heb. 11, 25. isnex:ly forced upon the ſtage. And it tells us, Mpſes 
choſe rather to ſuffer AﬀiGtion with the People of God, than to injey the 

Pleaſures 


(30) 

Pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon. Prove our Liberty fanul, and che pleaſure: 
or reſpite'of it wicked, and. wee'l give back. our Licences. It Moſes 
could, without diſoveying. the politive Command of God, have cone» 
tinued in Egypr, or injoyed che pleaſures of it innocently, ic had been 
his duty to itay there 3 ai leaft mazrer of Liberty co {tay or go, which 
he pleaſcg. 

Shew us any Rule for refuſing the Indulgence, ( for we know none ) 
and we are ready to take our Lot with the Queriſt. Otherwiſe, we dare 
not {uFer like Fools, when we may be free hv le{ly. 

I beleech you, Sir, why was not Ge». 1, 1, put inſtead of Hof 13.2. 
likely your nimble Invention might have forg'd a better Plea chence.. 
Pray what Calves d» we iſs? What Idoſs do we worthip in-taking a 
Licence ? Speak with uaderſtanding ! I cannq; conceive whaz colour 
of advantage you haye ag:inſt us by this Ecnpruxe. Sir, it were, very 
jalt to retort theſe Scrip:urcs upon/your ſelf, . anch as eahie as jalt ; but L 
abhor the imitation of your looſe di{courie, 

I do got now wonder at the boldneſs. of Papifts preteriding to fetch 
the reaſon of Warſhip of Angels, Jul-ficzrion, by Works, Purgatory, 
Penarce,, the: Pope's Vicegerency, Supremacy, Intaliabiltys &e. trom 
Scripture, Sceing the Queriit (I hope, be: 15-3 Protgltaut (tor his own 
ſake) argues thence for his fancy's with equal 1mpertinence. ., It .this be 
reaſoning, there 15 nothing neceflary to che Faculty bur, Ignoxange and 
Conhdence, WÞ2e8 0 | 
_ Query 2. *Fis again queſtioned; Whether jt «not murb mirg, mean 
end unworthy, for the anioiped Kings 6d Prigſhs, of God todebaſe rhem- 
ſelves, to ach, leave of the Britonpieſy Pu-b1j50ps, 19 arr form their Office 5 
than for a King to uk. leaus of a Cobler to extox's, hu Furttion ? And 
wherber it 1s not as bad to goto the Beaſt, as to ihe Whore, for eApprobatts 
0: and Allowance to ſerue the Lamb? 3 Tg Ol be S 

Reply. Should thy Lyes make men bold. their ;prace, and whew thou 
mockeſt, ſhall no man make thee aſhamed? Lit the Spiricual or Carnal, 
Keader { 1 care not which ). be Umpire, ; kne. 1nd;fterent jor pre uwheed 
diſcern. Have we asked leave of the Biſhops-ta Preach > With what 
Conſcience is this al:cadg*'d? And, whom. do you make the. Beaſt 2 L 
dare not dilcant upon the expreſhon tor your lake, Sir, 

Pudet bes opprobria xobw,, 
Wil dici potaiſſe. _—_ . oy 

Query 2. You progeed. Whether ſuch maktonngſt, and urtelitf, are ns 
the ſad fruits of former Apoſtacy's fromthe Work, aud. Cauſe of God, ard ſad 
Omens of farther and ſharper Tryals at the door ? . 

Keply, Taking a Liceuce was from fear 2ctore, now {rc m Want ouneC, 
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3r 
Canthe ſame aRtion be the "falta both theſe at once ? Tis impoTible! 
Pray, Sir, though you be telolved to contradict us, be a little more con. 
Gear with your ſelf. 

It ſeems by this Query we were Apoſtates before this late day : an4 
we muſt belicve it, or uncivily put the Queriſt to an unlikely proof, In 
the interim, I cannot bu: obſerve the charity of the man, who ſpareth 
no-e of th: {: ſweet, ob!1ging kind terms,, leſt we ſhould complain of 
hard uſage. I can ſcarce forbcar to gather a Lift of all che Chriſtian T.cl:s 
wherew:ch he treates us in his Paper, that the Reader at o1ce may view 
and ad nire the gentle air which our Author b:eathes : but coo much of 
that already. Oaly take notice what kind of Apoſtates we are, Not from 
the Truth or worſhip of the Goſpel ; but the Work and Cauſe of God, Words 
of great fionificancy, which I am loth to unriddle, 

Ounrry 4. Laſtly, Whether many, as a ſcourge for former Apoſtacies frons 
the Work. and Cauſe of God, for which they have evidenced under all the re- 
bukss no repentance, are not left in judgment ſo to defile themſelves? And 
whether they will n1t diſcover it by teſtifying the like Spirit of enmity and op- 
poſition againſt any tha: diſcover their ſin in fanthfulneſs, and preſs them to 
their duty inthe paths of difficulty ? As they did, Jer. 42.43. IVoilſt others 
that are through temptation hurried into the ſnare, will bleſs the Lord for 
ſach faithfulneſs, and improve 1t to n0 other end, but to make haſte out of the 
ſnare, and deliver themſelves, 

Reply. With me it  avery ſmall thing that I (hyld be jn1ged of you, 
or of mans day.] app:al trom the Queriſt,to him who judgeth righteouſly, 
whether we be Apzſtates, or not. That we ſhall perſecure him he need 
not fear : but what quarter we are liketo find,if his power were anſwer. 
able to all things elſe ; that Spiric which breathes in every page of theſe 
Queries ( and ſomeching which I care. nor co mention ) gives me cau': 
to lulpect, 

Thus is all which I chink fic to Reply to that Pamphlet, Silence had 
been the molt proper Confuration ; but how I had chen diſcharged my 
duty { for I was variouſly inforced to this unpleafing Work ) was que- 
ſtionable, I have endeavoured what meeknels the matcer'( all circum- 
ſtances conſidered) was capable of, noc readring railing for railing. And 
now 'tis ſubmicted to thy Chriſtian cenſure and fervice (candid Reader,) 
There 1s an endeavour herein to vindicate the Innocent f.om a cruel ur- 
righteous clamour and accuſation : with a defign allo to obviare the de- 
ceprion of the weak. I leave thee to judge whether any thing be ſaid 
{uftirently ; and defire thy correction of what is amuls, 


FINIS, 


Farewdl, 


